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THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL (JULY SESSION) 
28 JUNE – 31 JULY 2023 

 

URSP2100 URBAN SUSTAINABILITY 
 

No. of Credits: 3 
Time: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 09:30 – 12:15 

Location: TBC 
 

Instructor: Dr. Jerry ANTHONY 
School of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Iowa 

Email: jerry-anthony@uiowa.edu  
 

Teaching Assistant: TBC 
Email: TBC 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course explores theories and practices pertaining to urban sustainability, focusing on the fundamental issue that 
gives rise to the notion of sustainability—the integrity of the Earth’s life-supporting system. It examines global and local 
environmental issues, as well as consequential socioeconomic problems, arising from urban development and 
continuous urban growth. It also explores existing and emerging approaches to urban sustainability. Throughout the 
course, students will be challenged to contemplate on the core of the quest of urban sustainability—the relationship 
between humans and nature. 

 
EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After taking this course, successful students should be able to: 

1. understand why current urban development patterns are mostly unsustainable, and recognize the problems 
caused by unsustainable urban development at the local and global scale;  

2. appreciate the importance of ensuring that future urban development is environmentally sensitive, while 
expanding economy opportunities and increasing equity and social justice;   

3. explain and analyze how socioeconomic and cultural factors affect the sustainability of a place; 
4. recognize the interconnectedness of various sectors of urban development, and the need for integrated and 

wholistic thinking in pursuing urban sustainability;  
5. compare and contrast the roles of the government, the private sector and the civil society in moving towards 

urban sustainability; 
6. develop some capacity to diagnose urban sustainability issues, recognize innovative approaches to sustainable 

urban development and to potentially adapt such approaches for application in diverse urban contexts; and  
7. be able to conduct independent research on urban sustainability issues from existing literature and write short 

reports on topics related to urban sustainability.  
 
TEXTBOOK 
There are no required textbooks for this course. Students are required to read several journal articles and research 
reports – these are listed below. Several of these are available for free on the Internet; most of the others will be made 
available for free at the course website. 

 
REQUIRED READING(S) 

1. Garrett Hardin. 1968. Tragedy of the Commons. Science, 162, No. 3859. 
2. Kingsley Davis. 1955. Origin and Growth of Urbanization in the World. American Journal of Sociology 60 (5), 

World Urbanism, pp. 429- 437. The University of Chicago Press. 
3. Vernon Henderson. 2002. Urbanization in Developing Countries. Oxford University Online article.  
4. Scott Campbell, Green Cities, Growing Cities, Just Cities? Urban Planning and the Contradictions of Sustainable 
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Development. 1996. Journal of the American Planning Association 62 (3): 296-314. 
5. Mark Huijbregts, Stephanie Hellweg, Rolf Frischknecht, Konrad Hungerbuhler & Jan Hendriks. 2008. Ecological 

accounting in the life-cycle of products. Ecological Economics 64:798-807. 
6. Marco Bagliani et al. 2008. A Consumption-based Approach to Environmental Kuznets Curves Using the 

Ecological Footprint Indicator. Ecological Economics 65: 650-668. 
7. Jouni Korhonen. 2008. Reconsidering the economics logic of ecological modernization. Environment and 

Planning A 40: pp. 1331-1346. 
8. Robert Turner. 2002.  The Political economy of smokestack chasing.   
9. Timothy Bartik. 1994.  Do incentives work? 
10. Jane Jacobs, 2000. The nature of self-refueling. Chapter 4 in Nature of Economies by Jane Jacobs. 
11. Michael Johnson. 2001. Environmental impacts of Urban Sprawl: Review of the literature and a research agenda. 

Environment & Planning A.  
12. Howard Frumkin. 2001. Urban Sprawl & Public Health. National Institutes of Health, Washington DC. 
13. Marty Wachs. 2004. Reflections on the Planning Process. Ch. 6 in Susan Hanson & Genevieve Giuliano, eds., 

Geography of Urban Transportation, 3rd ed. (Guilford Publishing Co., 2004), 141-162. 
14. Jan Brueckner. 2000. Urban Sprawl: Causes & Remedies. International Regional Science Journal, 345-357. 
15. Tony May and Mary Crass, Sustainability in Transport, Implications for Policy Makers; and Todd Litman, 

Developing Indicators for Comprehensive and Sustainable Transport Planning, both articles in Transportation 
Research Record No. 2017 (2007), 1-15. 

16. Anthony D. May, et.al. 2005. Optimal Land Use-Transport Strategies, Methodology and Application to European 
Cities in Transportation Research Record No. 1924, pp. 129-137.  

17. Readings about water supply.  
18. IEA BioEnergy. 2003. Municipal Solid Waste and its role in Sustainability.    
19. City of Sykesville, MD. 2008.  Strategies for Solid Waste Reduction.   
20. Nadine Wakim. 2004. Sustainable Solid Waste Management in New Zealand.  
21. U.S. General Service Administration. 2008. Assessing Green Building performance.   
22. Peter Morris. 2007. What does green really cost? 

 
GRADING WEIGHTS 
Students are expected to be active learners in the course, reading all prescribed readings before the class meetings and 
actively engaging in class discussions.   
 
Students are required to complete six short in-class exercises, two homework assignments and one paper. The paper will 
be on a topic of the student’s choice but one that is pertinent to the course. Students have to consult with the instructor 
on possible topics and choose one approved by the instructor.  
 
For all submitted work in this course, students are required to use the APA method of citing sources. For more information 
on how to cite sources, please visit: https://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/EN/ENResources/Writing_Citation.aspx.  
 
The in-class exercises, homework assignments and paper will provide students opportunities to synthesize class readings 
and discussions with real world problems.  
 
There are no exams in this course. Students’ course grade will be based on performance in all aspects of the course. The 
relative weights for the various aspects of the course are: 
 

Six in-class short assignments, each worth 5% of course grade (best five will 
be counted towards course grade) 

25% 

Two homework assignments, each worth 15% of course grade 30% 
One paper, worth 25% of course grade 25% 
Preparation for each class meeting and participation in class discussions 20% 

 
ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION & FEEDBACK 

a) All assignments and papers must be submitted as file uploads via Blackboard with the signed declaration of 
VeriGuide. Files must be either in Word or PDF format.  

https://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/EN/ENResources/Writing_Citation.aspx
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b) Assignments and papers must be submitted on the prescribed due dates. Late submissions will be penalized at 
the rate of one sub-grade (e.g. B+ to B) per day of late submission. Any piece of written assessment submitted 
four calendar days later than its deadline or after the feedback of that assignment is given to other students, 
shall not be graded. In case of illness or other compelling reasons, students can get extension of deadline to 
submit without incurring any penalties, provided students submit relevant documentation of their 
condition/situation and receive approval for extension from the instructor before the deadline.  

c) The first homework assignment will be made available on Thursday, July 6 and will be due on Tuesday, July 11. 
Students will receive feedback and grades for this assignment via Blackboard by Monday, July 15.  

d) The second homework assignment will be made available on Thursday, July 13 and will be due on Monday, July 
24. Students will receive feedback and grades for this assignment via Blackboard by Friday, July 26.  

e) Expectations for the one paper in the course will be presented on Tuesday, July 18. This paper is due on Monday, 
July 31. Students will receive feedback and grades for this paper via Blackboard by Friday, August 4. 

f) The short, in-class assignments will be conducted once or twice a week. These need to be completed by 9:00pm 
on the same day and submitted via Blackboard. Students will receive feedback and grades for each in-class 
assignment via Blackboard within 2 days of the submission deadline. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTOR 

 A B C D F (Fail) 
Content 
Overall 
structure 
of Essay 

 A carefully 
articulated 
answer to the key 
questions. 

 A clear 
introduction 
outlining the 
structure of the 
essay with 
explicit central 
statement 
addressing the 
key questions. 

 An effective answer 
to the key 
questions. 
However, some key 
issues may be 
overlooked or left 
out of the analysis. 

 There is an 
introduction but it 
does not have a 
central statement 
to position the 
work with 
reference to the 
key issues. 

 Provides 
fragmented 
points to the key 
questions. 

 Introduction 
does not provide 
an overview of 
the structure of 
the essay. 

 A poor answer to 
the key 
questions. 

 There is no 
introduction to 
the structure of 
the essay and 
position with 
reference to the 
key issues is not 
stated upfront. 

 Not answering 
the question or 
a very poor 
answer not 
directly 
addressing the 
stated 
question. 

Ability to 
construct 
coherent 
arguments 

Arguments are 
carefully & logically 
constructed, with 
strong evidence and 
data. 

Arguments are 
presented with some 
solid evidence and 
information. 

Arguments are 
presented with 
some evidence and 
information. 

Arguments are 
made but are 
weakly supported 
by evidence. 

Arguments are 
not supported by 
evidence or by 
irrelevant 
evidence. 

Use of 
wider 
literature 

Extensive use of 
literature that goes 
well beyond the 
reference list. 

Use of literature does 
not extend beyond 
the provided 
reference list. 

Use of some of the 
provided literature. 

Little use of 
literature. 

No use of 
literature. 

Understan
ding of 
issues 

Shows a clear and 
thorough 
understanding of 
concepts and issues 
through 
development of 
synthesised 
frameworks and 
deliberations of 
clear insights. 

A sound 
understanding of 
concepts/issues with 
little evidence of 
effort to synthesise 
beyond lectures and 
cited literature in 
class. 

Shows 
understanding of 
concepts/issues but 
efforts seem to 
confine to making 
reference to lecture 
notes. 

Insufficient, 
inadequate or 
superficial 
understanding of 
concepts and issues. 

Wrong 
understanding of 
concepts and 
issues. 
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 A B C D F (Fail) 
Ability to 
criticise 
and 
evaluate 
arguments 

 Demonstrates an 
ability to 
understand 
issues in the 
wider socio-
economic, 
institutional and 
policy contexts. 

 Able to interpret 
or comment on 
gathered factual 
statements with 
insights when 
developing 
arguments. 

 Shows some 
understanding of 
the issues in the 
wider socio-
economic, 
institutional and 
policy contexts. 

 Not critical in 
adopting factual 
information in 
developing 
arguments. 

 Shows little 
understanding of 
the issues in the 
wider context.  

 Evidence of using 
some relevant 
facts in 
developing 
arguments. 

 Arguments not 
convincingly 
developed. 

 Shows little effort 
to understand 
issues in the 
wider context. 

 Inadequate use 
of evidence in 
developing 
arguments. 

 Arguments are 
not convincing. 

 Shows no effort 
in 
understanding 
issues in the 
wider context. 

 No use of 
evidence in 
developing 
arguments or 
use of the 
wrong / 
inappropriate 
evidence. 
 

 
CLASS SCHEDULE 

Week Date Topics Readings/Assignment 

1 

1 
Wed, June 28 

Introduction to the course. 
What is sustainability? Background and issues. What is 
urban sustainability? Why is urban sustainability an issue 
of concern? Social, economic and environmental elements. 

Hardin, 1968. 

2 
Thu, June 29 

Introduction to urbanization.  
Is urbanization inevitable? 
Key urban processes. 

Kingsley Davis, 1955. 

2 

3 
Tue, July 4 

Global variations in urbanization. 
Urbanization in the US & developing countries. 
Distribution of urban areas within geographies -- country, 
region & city. 

Henderson, 2002. 

4 
Wed, July 5 

Benefits & Costs of Urbanization: Economic, Social & 
Environmental.  
Challenges of balancing costs and benefits of 
urbanization. 

Scott Campbell, 1996. 

5 
Thu, July 6 

Should cities reduce their “ecological footprints” and use 
only their “fair share” of “environmental space”? 

1. Mark Huijbregts et al. 2008.  
2. Marco Bagliani et al. 2008. 

3 

6 
Tue, July 11 

Unsustainable Economic Growth Robert Turner, 2002. 
Timothy Bartik, 1994. 

7 
Wed, July 12 

Sustainable Economic Growth Jane Jacobs, 2000.   

8 
Thu, July 13 

Unsustainable Urban Land Development: Urban Sprawl. 1. Michael Johnson, 2001.  
2. Howard Frumkin 2001. 

4 

9 
Tue, July 18 

Sustainable Urban Development: How to combat Urban 
Sprawl. 

Jan Brueckner, 2000. 

10 
Wed, July 19 

Unsustainable Transportation & Sustainable 
Transportation 

1. Martin Wachs, 2004.  
2. May & Crass, 2007. 
3. May et al., 2005. 

11 
Thu, July 20 

Sustainable Water Supply Readings To Be Announced 

5 

12 
Tue, July 25 

Sustainable Solid Waste Management 1. IEA BioEnergy. 2003.    
2. City of Sykesville, Maryland, 
2008.   
3. Nadine Wakim, 2004 

13 
Wed, July 26 

Sustainable Buildings 1. U.S. General Service 
Administration, 2008.  
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2. Peter Morris, 2007.   
14 

Thu, July 27 
Course Wrap-Up No readings 

  
Mon, July 31 

Final paper due  

 
ACADEMIC POLICIES 
Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary guidelines 
and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at 
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/. 

 
With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these policies, 
regulations, guidelines and procedures. 
• In the case of group projects, all students of the same group should be asked to sign the declaration, each of whom 

is responsible and liable to disciplinary actions should there be any plagiarized contents in the group project, 
irrespective of whether he/she has signed the declaration and whether he/she has contributed directly or indirectly 
to the plagiarized contents. 

• For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and 
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon students' 
uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. A user manual of VeriGuide can be found at: 
https://academic.veriguide.org/academic/documents/VeriGuide_Academic_Student_User_Manual_CUHK 
.pdf. 

 
Assignments without the properly signed declaration will not be graded by teachers. Only the final version of the 
assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. 
 
The submission of a piece of work, or a part of a piece of work, for more than one purpose (e.g. to satisfy the 
requirements in two different courses) without declaration to this effect shall be regarded as having committed 
undeclared multiple submission. It is common and acceptable to reuse a turn of phrase or a sentence or two from one’s 
own work; but wholesale reuse is problematic. In any case, agreement from the course teacher(s) concerned should be 
obtained prior to the submission of the piece of work. 

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
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